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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 00932 
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TAGS: PFOR,PINT,PO,AO,ID,PT 

SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE FOREIGN MINISTER ANTUNES' PRESS CONEERENCE 
IN BRUSSELS JAN 28 

REES: (A) BRUSSELS 592, (B) BRUSSELS 88 (NOTAL) 

SUMAARY: ANTUNES, WHO IS PAYING OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
BELGIUMJAN 26-28, HELD WIDE-RANGING PRESS CONEERENCE 
COVERING PORTUGUESE INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS, THE PROBLEMS 
OF SOCIALIST PARTIES INSOUTHERN EUROPE,THE USSR, 

RELATIONS WITH BELGIUM,ANGOLA AND TIMOR. ANTUNES MADE 
NO STATEMENT,BUT RESPONDED TO PRESS QUESTIONS. 
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1. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF ANTUNES' REPLIES TO 
PRESS QUESTIONS: 

(A) INTERNAL PORTUGUESE DEVELOMENTS. THE POSSIBLE 
RISE OF THE RIGHT INPORTUGAL IS A PROBLEM THE LF.FT 
MUST EACE. THE RIGHT HAS COME BACK AND THE LEET HAS 

RETREATED. HOWEVER, THE LF.FT HAS SUFFICIENT DYNAMISM 
TO PREVENT THE RIGHT EROM RESUMING POWER. THE MODERATE 
MANIEESTO IS STILL VALID, BUT MUST BE SEEN AS A POINT 
OP DEPARTURE AND TAKE SUBSEQUENT EVENTS INTO ACCOUNT. 

THE ARMY IS THE ONLY PORCE CAPABLE OF THINKING IN 
TERMS OF THE NATIONAL INTEREST. A COMMON PRONT MUST 
BE PORMED TO OPPOSE CAPITALISM. THE PORTUGUESE CP MADE 
SEVERAL MAJOR ERRORS AS IT HAD NOT SUPPICIENTLY 
ANALYZED PORTUGUESE REALITIES. ANTUNES HAS IN THE 
PAST AND WILL IN THE FUTURE CRITICIZE THE PCP IF IT 
DOES NOT SHOW A WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE. HOWEVER, 

THE PCP HAS LEARNED ITS LESSON AND WILL DRAW CONCLUSIONS 

LIKE A TRUE MARXIST/LENINIST PARTY. IT WILL 

MODIPY ITS POSITIONS. ARREST OF CARVALHO MUST BE 

REGRETTED BY ALL WHO PARTICIPATED WITH HIM (AS DID 

ANTUNES) IN PORTUGUESE REVOLUION. HOWEVER,PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT 

HAD NO ALTERNATIVE. CARVALHO HAD CLOSE TIES WITH EXTREME LEPTIST 

GROUPS AND SUCCUMBED TO THE TEMPTATION TO TRY RADICAL AND ABRUPT 

CHANGES. 

(B) PROBLEMS OP SOUTHERNEUROPEAN SOCIALIST PARTIES. 

NOTING THAT HE WAS NOT A MEMBER OF ANY PARTY,ANTUNES 
SAID HE WAS CLOSELY FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS. THERE IS A 
DIPFERENCE IN THE TACTICS OP SOCIALIST PARTIES BETWEEN 
THOSE OP SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN EUROPE AS REGARDS THEIR 
RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST PARTIES,BECAUSE OF THE 
DIPFERENT SITUATIONS THEY PACE. SOCIALISTS MUST CONTINUE 
TO RESPECT FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN LIBERTIES,BUT NO REAL 
TRANSPORMATION OP SOCIETIES IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE 
PARTICIPATION OP THE COMMUNIST PARTIES. 

(C) THE USSR. ANTUNES DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THE USSR 
WANTS TO IMPOSE AN EASTERN EUROPEANFORM OF REGIME IN 
PORTUGAL. IT IS IN FAVOR OF A DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM THERE. 

(D) RELATIONS WITH BELGIUM. 
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MULTILATERAL (LE.,EC-9) ASSISTANCE IS NECESSARY BEFORE BILATERAL 
ASSISTANCE CAN BE WORKED OUT TO SUPPLEMENT IT.BILATERAL ASSISTANCE 
WILL BE NECESSARY AS THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK CANNOT MEET 
ALL OP PORTUGAL'S NEEDS POR ASSISTANCE. HE HAS POUND GOODWILL 
IN BELGIUMIN BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTORS. THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS GRANTED 30 MILLION BP TO HELP IN THE 
RESETTLEMENT OP REPUGEES FROM ANGOLA.BELGIAN TECHNICAL AND 
CULTURAL ASSISTANCE IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO PORTUGAL. THERE ARE 
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GOOD PROSPECTS FOR BELGIAN PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN TWO PORTUGUESE 
PETRO-CHEMICAL PROJECTS AND THE PORTUGUESE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
THREE WEEKS AGO APPROVED A CODE OF GOOD CONDUCT FOR FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT WHICH WOULD BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY. 

(E) ANGOLA. THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN PORTUGAL'S 
INITIAL POSITION. THE FUERILLAS (I.E.,PLA)WILL 

BE VICTORIOUS BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE 
POPULATION. THE STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT WILL THEN BE DECIDED BY 
THE ANGOLANS. AFTER STABILITY IS ACHIEVED, PORTUGAL WILL REEXAMINE 
ITS POLICY. IN THE MEANTIME, PORTUGAL RESERVES ITS POSITION. 

THE PLA SHOULD BE ABLE TO GAIN CONTROL OF ALL OF ANGOLAN 
TERRITORY AND BEGIN TO ADMINISTER THE TERRITORY IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE.THE WEST REMAINED PASSIVE VIS-A-VIS THE PLA. 
SPEAKING PERSONALLY,ANTUNES SAID THE MPLA 

HAD NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO TURN TO THE USSR AND CUBA BECAUSE IT 
HAD BEEN ABANDONED BY ALL.HAD THIS NOT BEEN THE CASE,THE MPLA 
COULD HAVE MORE EASILY MODIFIED ITS POLICIES. 

(F) TIMOR. ANTUNES CONDEMNED EOREIGN INTEREERENCE 
IN BOTH ANGOLA AND TIMOR,BUT IT WAS NOTED 

PORTUGUESE REACTION TO INDONESIA'S ACTIONS IN TIMOR 

LED TO A BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS .WHICH WAS 

NOT THE CASE IN ANGOLA.ANTUNES NOTED THAT UN 

SECGEN WALDHEIM HAD SENT A REPRESENTATIVE TO 

TIMOR, WHO WAS THERE NOW AFTER HE SUBMITS HIS 

REPORT PORTUGAL WILL MAKE FURTHER DECISIONS. PORTUGAL 

BELIEVES THAT THE PEOPLE OE TIMOR HAVE THE RIGHT TO 

INDEPENDENCE AND THAT A PLEBISCITE TO DETERMINE THEIR 

VIEWS CANNOT BE CONDUCTED UNDER AN INDONESIAN 

OCCUPATION . PORTUGAL IS WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY CONFERENCE 

ON TIMOR AT ANY TIME; ITS SOLE PRECONDITION BEING THAT THE 

INDONESIANS SHOULD LEAVE TIMOR FIRST. THE POSSIBILITY 

OF A CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY THE UN COMMITTEE OF 24 WAS NOTED. 
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